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CURRICULUM VITAE 
 

Name:  Peter Kenneth AUSTIN 

Gender: Male 

Date of Birth:  23 September 1952 

Place of Birth: Tamworth, NSW, Australia 

Marital Status: Divorced, with one daughter 

Nationality:  Australian, UK permanent resident 

Phone: +44-7967094368 

E-mail: pa2@soas.ac.uk 

PRESENT POSITIONS: 

Emeritus Professor in Field Linguistics, SOAS, University of London (since January 2019) 

Visiting Researcher, University of Oxford (since March 2019) 

PREVIOUS POSITIONS: 

Märit Rausing Chair in Field Linguistics, SOAS, University of London (October 2002 – 

December 2018) 

Foundation Professor in Linguistics, University of Melbourne (February 1996 to November 

2002) 

Reader in Linguistics, La Trobe University (January 1990 to December 1995) 

Senior Lecturer in Linguistics (tenured), La Trobe University (January 1983-December 

1989) 

Lecturer in Linguistics (tenured), La Trobe University (July 1981-December 1982) 

Visiting Lecturer in Linguistics, Harvard University (August 1980-June 1981). 

Harkness Post-doctoral Fellow in Linguistics, University of California at Los Angeles (1979) 

and Massachusetts Institute of Technology (January to June 1980). 

Temporary Lecturer in Linguistics, University of Western Australia (February-November 

1978). 

VISITING POSITIONS: 

Visiting Professor, University of Malaya (November 2016, July 2017, September 2018, 

December 2018) 

Visiting Research Professor, University of Hong Kong (January 2014-December 2016) 

Visiting Professor, University of Chicago (June 2015) 

Humboldt Visiting Professor, University of Frankfurt (2002-2003, October-December 2010, 

October 2019-March 2020) 

Visiting Professor, University of California, Berkeley (July 2009) 

Visiting Professor, Max Planck Institute for Psycholinguistics, Nijmegen (November 2001-

March 2002) 
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Visiting Professor, University of California, Santa Barbara (June-August 2001) 

Visiting Professor, Johann Wolfgang Goethe Universität, Frankfurt am Main (November 

1999-February 2000) 

Visiting Professor, Asia-Africa Research Institute, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies 

(September 1995-August 1996) 

Visiting Lecturer in Linguistics, University of Hong Kong (November 1994-July 1995) 

Visiting Researcher, Faculty of Letters, Tsukuba University (January-February 1994) 

Visiting Associate Professor, Linguistics Department, Stanford University (August-

December 1993) 

Visiting Researcher, Centre for the Study of Language and Information, Stanford University 

(November 1987 - January 1988, November 1989 - January 1990, February 1992, January 

1993) 

Consultant, System Sciences Laboratory, Xerox Palo Alto Research Centre (November 1989 

- January 1990) 

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIP 

• Linguistics Board of Cambridge University Press  

• Honorary Treasurer, Philological Society 

• Executive Committee, Foundation for Endangered Languages 

• Editorial Board of Palgrave Studies in Language History and Language Change, EL 

Publishing, Journal of Italian Linguistics 

• Advisory Board of Brill Linguistic Bibliography Online  

• Trustee, Northcote Trust 

ADMINISTRATIVE EXPERIENCE 

MA Convenor, Department of Linguistics, SOAS (September-December 2018) 

Research Tutor, Department of Linguistics, SOAS (2011-2016) 

Director, Endangered Languages Academic Programme (2002-2015) 

Director, 3L Summer School (June-July 2009) 

Acting Head of School of Languages, University of Melbourne (February-June 2001) 

Head of Department of Linguistics and Applied Linguistics, University of Melbourne (1996-

2000) 

Head of Division of Linguistics, La Trobe University (1981-1986) 

Japanese Language Co-ordinator, La Trobe University, Division of Asian Languages (1989-

1991) 

Director, Australian Linguistic Institute (January-July 1994) 

Director, Australian Linguistic Institute (July 1998-July 2000) 

QUALIFICATIONS: 

Doctor of Philosophy, Australian National University 1978. Thesis title: A grammar of the 

Diyari language of north-east South Australia. 

Doctor of Philosophy honoris causa, Uppsala University 2015. In recognition for 

contributions to the study of endangered languages. 
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Bachelor of Arts (Asian Studies) Honours Class I in Linguistics, Australian National 

University, 1974. Majors: Japanese and Linguistics; minors: Asian Civilisations and 

Economics 

PRIZES AND AWARDS 

2020 Leverhulme Emeritus Fellowship 

2019 Alexander von Humboldt Foundation award  

2015 British Council Researcher Links award 

2014 British Council Researcher Links award 

2010 Alexander von Humboldt Foundation Humboldt award 

2002 Alexander von Humboldt Foundation Humboldt Forschungspreis 

1999 Deutsche Akamedische Austauschdienst Academic Exchange Fellowship 

1978 Harkness Fellowship of the Commonwealth Fund of New York 

1975 Commonwealth Postgraduate Research Award 

1974 University Medal in Linguistics 

1974 Mitsui Education Foundation Travelling Scholarship 

1972 John XXIII College Scholarship 

1972 Australian National University Asian Studies Scholarship 

1971 Commonwealth Tertiary Scholarship 

RESEARCH GRANTS: 

2021-22 Leverhulme Emeritus Fellowship £23,900 

2019-20 Alexander von Humboldt research award (with Prof Jost Gippert and Prof Bernd 

Nothofer, Frankfurt University) € 14,830 

2016-18 EU-funded Horizon2020 Twinning Grant (co-PI with Dr Julia Sallabank (SOAS), 

Dr Justyna Olko (Warsaw) and Prof Maarten Jansen (Leiden)) €1,000,000 

2016-18 British Academy Newton Senior Fellowship (with Prof Stephanie Pillai, 

University of Malaya) £60,000 

2011 Leverhulme Trust, Visiting Professorship (Prof Anvita Abbi, Jahawarlal 

University, India) £57,000 

2009 British Academy Small Research Grant £2,500 

2007 Leverhulme Trust, Visiting Professorship (Dr David Bradley, La Trobe 

University) £20,000 

2006 British Academy Small Research Grant £6,000 

1999 University of Melbourne Collaborative Grant: Prof Bernd Nothofer, Frankfurt 

University, Dr Mahsun, Mataram University $A 11,500 

1999 Deutsche Akamedische Austauschdienst Academic Exchange Fellowship $A 

9,000 

1999 Australian Research Council: three-place predicate constructions in the languages 

of the world $A 10,500 

1998 University of Melbourne Collaborative Grant: Prof Bernd Nothofer, Frankfurt 

University $A 6,000 

1998 Australian Research Council: linguistic situation in Lombok and Sumbawa, 

eastern Indonesia $A 156,000 
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1998 Australian Research Council: lexical resources of Australian Aboriginal 

languages $A 15,000 

1995 Australian Research Council: a dictionary of Diyari, South Australia $A 5,000 

1995 (with B. Blake and M. Florey) Australian Research Council: valency alternations 

in Austronesian languages $A 35,000 

1994 Tsukuba University: Travel Grant (with Prof T Tsunoda) $A 2,500 

1994 Kobe University: Travel Grant (with Prof M Shibatani) $A 400 

1994 Australian Research Council: fieldwork on Western Australian languages (with 

Dr A Dench) $A 2,000 

1994 Australian Research Council: a dictionary of Diyari, South Australia $A 5,500 

1993 Stanford University: visiting associate professor in linguistics $A 9,000 

1993 La Trobe University: outside studies programme grant $A 3,856 

1993 Australian Research Council: computer-aided linguistic analysis for dictionaries 

and texts (with H. Linger) $A 3,000 

1992 La Trobe University, School of Humanities: travel to U.S. for research at 

University of Hawaii and Stanford University $A 1,500 

1992 La Trobe University Special Research Grant: linguistic variation among working 

class adolescents in Japan (with K Okano) $A 5,000 

1992 Australian Research Council: computer-aided linguistic analysis for dictionaries 

and texts (with H. Linger) $A 9,500 

1992 Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies: preparation 

and publication of bilingual dictionaries $A 9,132 

1991 La Trobe University, Vice-Chancellor and Department of Linguistics: attendance 

at a conference in Konstanz, Germany, and the New Oxford English Dictionary 

Conference, Oxford University $A 1,250 

1991 La Trobe University, School of Humanities: attendance at Australian Linguistic 

Society conference, Brisbane $A 340 

1991 Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft: attendance at a conference in Konstanz, 

Germany $A 2,500 

1990 La Trobe University: special research grant - relational database applications in 

linguistics $A 4770 

1990 Department of Employment, Education and Training: travel to Momoyama 

Gakuin (St Andrew’s) University, Osaka, Japan, to discuss academic exchanges 

$A 2,150 

1990 Australian Research Council: morphological change in central Australian 

languages $A 5,150 

1989 La Trobe University: travel grant for research at Xerox PARC and CSLI, 

Stanford University $A 1,200 

1989 La Trobe University: research assistance, north-east South Australian languages 

$A 2,500 

1989 La Trobe University, Exchange Committee: travel to Japan to discuss academic 

exchanges $A 600 

1989 Australian Research Council: morphological change in central Australian 

languages $A 1,100 

1988 La Trobe University: research at South Australian Museum $A 454 
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1988 La Trobe University: research assistance, north-east South Australian languages 

$A 2,000 

1987 La Trobe University: sabbatical leave in USA $A 3,000 

1987 La Trobe University School of Humanities: fieldwork in Western Australia $A 

2,000 

1987 Center for the Study of Language and Information, Stanford University: research 

associate Grammatical Theory and Discourse Structure project $A 1,800 

1985 La Trobe University, School of Humanities: travel to USA $A 1,000 

1983-86 Australian Research Grants Scheme: Australian Aboriginal Language Studies $A 

39,000 

1982 La Trobe University, School of Humanities: phonetic variation in Australian 

languages, research assistance $A 903 

1982 La Trobe University, School of Humanities: computerised dictionaries, research 

assistance $A 800 

1982 Australian Research Grants Scheme: Australian Aboriginal language studies $A 

16,186 

1982 Australian Institute of Aboriginal Studies: Aboriginal language fieldwork (1982-

84) $A 8,800 

1981 La Trobe University, School of Humanities: linguistic fieldwork $A 595 

OTHER GRANTS: 

1992 Japan Foundation: student exchange with Momoyama Gakuin (St Andrew’s) 

University, Osaka, Japan $A 18,000 

1991 Japan Foundation: Japanese language staff expansion grant $A 34, 003 

1990 Japan Foundation: Japanese language staff expansion grant $A 31, 040 

1989 Japan Foundation: Japanese language staff expansion grant $A 26, 224 

PUBLICATIONS: 

Books 

1. 2018 Austin, Peter K., Harold Koch & Jane Simpson (eds.) Language, Land and Song in 

Aboriginal Australia. Second edition. Darwin: Batchelor Institute Press. 

2. 2016 Austin, Peter K., Harold Koch & Jane Simpson (eds.) Language, Land and Song in 

Aboriginal Australia. London: EL Publishing. 

3. 2014  Austin, Peter K. & Julia Sallabank (eds.) Endangered Languages. Beliefs and 

Ideologies in Language Documentation and Revitalisation. London: British 

Academy. 

4. 2011 Austin, Peter K. & Julia Sallabank (eds.) The Cambridge Handbook of Endangered 

Languages. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

5. 2011 Austin, Peter K. & Stuart McGill (eds.) Critical Concepts in Linguistics: 

Endangered Languages. London: Routledge. 
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6. 2008 Austin, Peter K. (ed.) 1,000 Languages. London: Thames and Hudson and 

Berkeley: University of California Press (also translated into German, Dutch, 

Spanish, Italian, Rumanian, Estonian, Japanese) 

7. 2008 Austin, Peter K. & Simon Musgrave (eds.) Voice and Grammatical Relations in 

Austronesian Languages. Stanford: CSLI Publications 

8. 2008 Austin, Peter K., Oliver Bond & David Nathan (eds.) Proceedings of Conference 

on Language Documentation and Linguistic Theory. London: SOAS. 

9. 2007 Austin, Peter K. & Andrew Simpson (eds.) Endangered Languages. Linguistische 

Berichte Sonderheft 14. Hamburg: Helmut Buske Verlag. 

10. 2001 Simpson, Jane, David Nash, Mary Laughren, Peter K. Austin & Barry Alpher 

(eds.) Forty years on: Ken Hale and Australian Aboriginal languages. Canberra: 

Pacific Linguistics. 

11. 2001 Austin, Peter K., Barry J. Blake & Margaret Florey (eds.) Valence mechanisms in 

Austronesian languages. La Trobe University. 

12. 2000 Austin, Peter K. (ed.) Working Papers in Sasak, Volume 2. University of 

Melbourne. 

13. 1998  Austin, Peter K. (ed.) Working Papers in Sasak, Volume 1. University of 

Melbourne. 

14. 1997  Austin, Peter Texts in the Mantharta Languages, Western Australia. Tokyo: 

ILCAA, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies. 

15. 1990  Austin, Peter, R.M.W. Dixon, Tom Dutton & Isobel White (eds.) Language and 

History: essays in honour of Luise Hercus, Canberra: Pacific Linguistics 

16. 1988 Austin, Peter (ed.) Complex sentence constructions in Australian languages, 

Amsterdam: John Benjamins 

17. 1983  Austin, Peter. (ed.) Papers in Australian Linguistics No. 15: Australian Aboriginal 

Lexicography, Canberra: Pacific Linguistics 

18. 1981 Austin, Peter. A grammar of Diyari, South Australia, Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press 

Journals 

1. 2020 Austin, Peter K. (ed.) Language Documentation and Description, Volume 17. 

London: EL Publishing. 

2. 2020 Austin, Peter K. & Stefanie Pillai. (eds.) Journal of Modern Languages, Volume 

30(1). Kuala Lumpur: University of Malaya. 

3. 2019 Austin, Peter K. (ed.) Language Documentation and Description, Volume 16. 

London: EL Publishing. 

4. 2018 Austin, Peter K. & Lauren Gawne. (eds.) Language Documentation and 

Description, Volume 15. London: EL Publishing. 
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5. 2016 Austin, Peter K. (ed.) Language Documentation and Description, Volume 13. 

London: SOAS. 

6. 2014 Nathan, David & Peter K. Austin (eds.) Language Documentation and Description, 

Volume 12. London: SOAS. 

7. 2013 Austin, Peter K. & Julia Sallabank (eds.) Endangered Languages. Special issue of 

Journal of Multilingual and multicultural development, 34(4), July 2013. 

8. 2012 McGill, Stuart & Peter K. Austin (eds.) Language Documentation and Description, 

Volume 8. London: SOAS. 

9. 2010 Austin, Peter K. (ed.) Language Documentation and Description, Volume 7. 

London: SOAS. 

10. 2009 Austin, Peter K. (ed.) Language Documentation and Description, Volume 6. 

London: SOAS. 

11. 2008 Austin, Peter K. (ed.) Language Documentation and Description, Volume 5. 

London: SOAS. 

12. 2007 Austin, Peter K. (ed.) Language Documentation and Description, Volume 4. 

London: SOAS. 

13. 2005 Austin, Peter K. (ed.) Language Documentation and Description, Volume 3. 

London: SOAS. 

14. 2004 Austin, Peter K. Language Documentation and Description, Volume 2. London: 

SOAS. 

15. 2003 Austin, Peter K. Language Documentation and Description, Volume 1. London: 

SOAS. 

16. 2001 Austin, Peter K. & Lesley Stirling (eds.) Special Issue on Anaphora, Australian 

Journal of Linguistics. 

Dictionaries 

1. 1993 Austin, Peter. A Dictionary of Gamilaraay, northern New South Wales, La 

Trobe University, reprint 

2. 1993 Austin, Peter. A Reference Dictionary of Gamilaraay, northern New South 

Wales, La Trobe University (with assistance of AIATSIS  

3. 1992 Austin, Peter. A Dictionary of Payungu, Western Australia, La Trobe 

University (with assistance of AIATSIS) 

4. 1992 Austin, Peter. A Dictionary of Thalanyji, Western Australia, La Trobe 

University (with assistance of AIATSIS) 

5. 1992 Austin, Peter. A Dictionary of Jiwarli, Western Australia, La Trobe University 

(with assistance of AIATSIS) 

6. 1992 Austin, Peter. A Dictionary of Warriyangka, Western Australia, La Trobe 

University (with assistance of AIATSIS) 
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7. 1992 Austin, Peter. A Dictionary of Tharrgari, Western Australia, La Trobe 

University (with assistance of AIATSIS) 

8. 1992 Austin, Peter. A Dictionary of Yinggarda, Western Australia, La Trobe 

University (with assistance of AIATSIS) 

9. 1992 Peter K. Austin A Dictionary of Gamilaraay, northern New South Wales, La 

Trobe University (with assistance of AIATSIS) [reprinted 1994] 

Articles (articles marked * are in refereed books and journals) 

1. 2020 Austin, Peter K. & Stefanie Pillai. Editor’s introduction: Special Issue on 

Language Description, Documentation and Revitalisation of Languages in 

Malaysia. Journal of Modern Languages 30(1). Kuala Lumpur: University of 

Malaya. 

2. 2020 Austin, Peter K. Language documentation and revitalisation. In Justyna Olko & 

Julia Sallabank (eds.) Revitalizing endangered languages: a practical guide. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

3. 2018* Austin, Peter K. & Julia Sallabank. Language documentation and language 

revitalisation: some methodological considerations. In Leanne Hinton, Leena 

Huss & Gerard Roche (eds.) Handbook of Language Revitalisation, 207-215. 

London: Routledge. 

4. 2017* Austin, Peter K. Language documentation and legacy text materials. Asian and 

African Languages and Linguistics 11, 23-44. [Permanent URL: 

http://hdl.handle.net/10108/89205] 

5. 2016* Austin, Peter K. Language documentation 20 years on. In Martin Pütz & Luna 

Filipović (eds.) Endangered Languages and Languages in Danger: Issues of 

ecology, policy and human rights, 147-170. Amsterdam: John Benjamins. 

6. 2014 Austin, Peter K. And still they speak Diyari: the life history of an endangered 

language. Ethnorema 10: 1-17.  

7. 2014* Austin, Peter K. & Julia Sallabank. Introduction. In Peter K. Austin & Julia 

Sallabank (eds.) Endangered Languages. Beliefs and Ideologies in Language 

Documentation and Revitalisation. London: British Academy. 

8. 2014* Austin, Peter K. Going, going, gone? The ideology and politics of language 

revitalisation in eastern Australia. In Peter K. Austin & Julia Sallabank (eds.) 

Endangered Languages. Beliefs and Ideologies in Language Documentation and 

Revitalisation. London: British Academy. 

9. 2014 David Nathan, Peter K. Austin. Editors’ introduction. In David Nathan & Peter 

K. Austin (eds.) Language Documentation and Description 12, 4-16. Special 

Issue on Language Documentation and Archiving. London: SOAS. 

10. 2014 Austin, Peter K. Language documentation in the 21st century. JournaLIPP 3, 57-

71. 

11. 2013* Austin, Peter K. Language documentation and meta-documentation. In Sarah 

Ogilvie & Mari Jones (eds.) Keeping Languages Alive: Documentation, 

Pedagogy and Revitalization, 3-15. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  
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12. 2013* Austin, Peter K. Tense, aspect, mood and evidentiality in Sasak, eastern 

Indonesia. In John Bowden (ed.) Tense, aspect, mood and evidentiality in 

languages of Indonesia. Nusa 55, 41-56. 

13. 2012* Austin, Peter K. Too many nasal verbs: dialect variation in the voice system of 

Sasak. In Alexander K. Adelaar (ed.) Voice variation in Austronesian languages 

of Indonesia. Nusa 54, 29-46. 

[http://repository.tufs.ac.jp/bitstream/10108/71804/2/nusa5403.pdf] 

14. 2012* Austin, Peter K. Language documentation. Oxford Bibliographies online. Oxford: 

Oxford University Press. 

15. 2010* Austin, Peter K. Reading the lontars: endangered literary practices of Lombok, 

eastern Indonesia. In Mark Turin & Imogen Gunn (eds.) Language 

Documentation and Description, Volume 8, 27-48. London: SOAS 

16. 2010* Austin, Peter K. Current issues in language documentation. In Peter K. Austin 

(ed.) Language Documentation and Description 7, 12-33. London: SOAS 

17. 2010* Austin, Peter K. Communities, ethics and rights in language documentation. In 

Peter K. Austin (ed.) Language Documentation and Description, Volume 7, 34-

54. London: SOAS. 

18. 2010*  Austin, Peter K. Applying for a language documentation research grant. In Peter 

K. Austin (ed.) Language Documentation and Description, Volume 7, 285-299. 

London: SOAS. 

19. 2009*  Dobrin, Lise, Peter K. Austin & David Nathan. Dying to be counted: the 

commodification of endangered languages in language documentation. In Peter 

K. Austin (ed.) Language Documentation and Description 6, 37-52. London: 

SOAS. 

20. 2008*  Austin, Peter K. Training for language documentation: Experiences at the School 

of Oriental and African Studies. In Margaret Florey & Victoria Rau (eds.) 

Documenting and Revitalising Austronesian Languages, 25-41. Language 

Documentation and Conservation Special Publication No. 1. Hawaii: University 

of Hawaii Press 

21. 2008*  Austin, Peter K. The classification of Pinikura, Western Australia. In Claire 

Bowern, Bethwyn Evans & Luisa Micelli (eds.) Morphology and Language 

History: In honour of Harold Koch, 31-41. Amsterdam: John Benjamins 

22. 2008*  Austin, Peter K. The Gamilaraay (Kamilaroi) Language, northern New South 

Wales — A Brief History of Research. In William McGregor (ed.) Encountering 

Aboriginal languages: studies in the history of Australian linguistics, 37-58. 

Canberra: Pacific Linguistics. 

23. 2007  Austin, Peter K. Survival of Languages. In Emily F. Shuckburgh (ed.) Survival: 

The Survival of the Human Race, 72-88. Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press. 
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24. 2007*  Austin, Peter K. & Lenore A. Grenoble. Current trends in language 

documentation. In Peter K. Austin (ed.) Language Documentation and 

Description, Volume 4, 12-25. London: SOAS. 

25. 2007*  Dobrin, Lise, Peter K. Austin & David Nathan. Dying to be counted: 

commodification of endangered languages. In Peter K. Austin, Oliver Bond and 

David Nathan (eds.) Proceedings of Conference on Language Documentation 

and Linguistic Theory, 59-68. London: SOAS. 

26. 2007*  Margetts, Anna & Peter K. Austin. Three participant events in the languages of 

the world: towards a cross-linguistic typology. Linguistics 45: 393-451. 

27. 2006  Austin, Peter K. Content questions in Sasak, eastern Indonesia: an optimality 

theoretic syntax account. In Fritz Schulze & Holger Warnk (eds.) Insular 

Southeast Asia: Linguistic and Cultural Studies in Honour of Bernd Nothofer, 1-

12. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz Verlag. 

28. 2006  Austin, Peter K. Jiwarli. In Keith Brown (ed.) International Encyclopedia of 

Language and Linguistics, 125-129. 2nd edition. Elsevier. 

29. 2006  Austin, Peter K. Gamilaraay. In Keith Brown (ed.) International Encyclopedia of 

Language and Linguistics, 724-727. 2nd edition. Elsevier. 

30. 2006  Austin, Peter K. Australia: Language Situation. In Keith Brown (ed.) 

International Encyclopedia of Language and Linguistics, 580-585. 2nd edition. 

Elsevier. 

31. 2006  Austin, Peter K. Data and language documentation. In Jost Gippert, Nikolaus 

Himmelmann & Ulrike Mosel (eds.) Essentials of Language Documentation, 87-

112. Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter  

32. 2004  Austin, Peter K. & Luise Hercus. The Yarli languages. In Claire Bowern & 

Harold Koch (eds.) Subgrouping and Australian Languages, 227-244. 

Amsterdam: John Benjamins. 

33. 2004  Austin, Peter K. Les clitiques du sasak (Indonésie de l’est). Faits de Langue 23-

24:195-212. 

34. 2004  Austin, Peter. Chapter 136 Diyari (Pama-Nyungan). In Geert Booij, Christian 

Lehmann, & Joachim Mugdan (eds.) Morphology: A Handbook on Inflection and 

Word Formation, 1490-1500. Berlin: Walter de Gruyter. 

35. 2003  Austin, Peter K. The Linguistic Ecology of Lombok. PELBBA 16. 165-198. 

36. 2002*  Austin, Peter K. Ken Hale and Australian Aboriginal languages. Linguistic 

Typology 6(2), 151-153. 

37. 2001*  Austin, Peter K. Zero arguments in Jiwarli, Western Australia. Australian 

Journal of Linguistics 21(1): 83-98. 

38. 2001  Austin, Peter K. Word order in a free word order language: the case of Jiwarli. In 

Jane Simpson, David Nash, Mary Laughren, Peter Austin, Barry Alpher (eds.) 

Forty years on: Ken Hale and Australian languages, 205-323. Canberra: Pacific 

Linguistics. 
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39. 2001  Austin, Peter K. Verbs, valence and voice in Balinese, Sasak and Sumbawan. In 

Peter K. Austin, Barry Blake & Margaret Florey (eds.) Valence mechanisms in 

Indonesia, 47-71. Melbourne: La Trobe University. 

40. 2001  Austin, Peter K. Lexical Functional Grammar. In N. J. Smelser & P. Baltes (eds.) 

International Encyclopedia of the Social and Behavioural Sciences, 8748-8754. 

Elsevier. 

41. 2000  Austin, Peter K. Verbs, valence and voice in Sasak. In Peter K. Autin (ed.) 

Working Papers in Sasak, Vol 2, 5-23. Melbourne: La Trobe University. 

42. 1998  Austin, Peter K. Temporal reference, tense and aspect in Australian Aboriginal 

languages. In Yasuhiko Nagano Jikan to kotoba: Time and Language, 143-169. 

Senri Ethnological Studies 45. Osaka: National Museum of Ethnology. 

43. 1998  Austin, Peter K. Eaglehawk was sitting chasing them: grammaticisation of the 

verb ‘to sit’ in Mantharta languages, Western Australia. In Anna Siewierska & 

Jae Jung Song (eds.) Case, typology and grammar: in honour of Barry J. Blake. 

Typological Studies in Language 38. Amsterdam: John Benjamins. 

44. 1997  Austin, Peter K. Proto-central New South Wales. In Darrel Tryon & Michael 

Walsh (eds.) Boundary rider: Essays in honour of Geoffrey O’Grady, 21-49. 

Canberra: Pacific Linguistics C-136. 

45. 1997  Austin, Peter K. Causatives and applicatives in Australian Aboriginal Languages. 

In Kazuto Matsumura & Tooru Hayasi (eds.) The Dative and Related 

Phenomena, 165-225. Tokyo: Hituzi Syobo. 

46. 1996*  Austin, Peter & Joan Bresnan. Non-configurationality in Australian Aboriginal 

languages. Natural Language and Linguistic Theory 14: 215-268. 

47. 1996  Austin, Peter. Part 2/5 Australia. In Bernard Comrie, Stephen Matthews & Maria 

Polinsky (eds.) The Atlas of Languages, 110-125. London: Quarto. 

48. 1996  Austin, Peter. Ergativity, clitics and grammatical relations in Sasak. In Miriam 

Butt & Tracy Holloway King (eds.) LFG-Workshop, 45-59. Stanford: Stanford 

University. 

49. 1995*  Austin, Peter. Double case marking in Kanyara and Mantharta languages, 

Western Australia. In Frans Plank (ed.) Agreement by Suffixaufnahme, 363-379. 

Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

50. 1994  Austin, Peter & Barry J. Blake. Languages of Victoria and New South Wales. In 

Australian Phrasebook, 154-160. Melbourne: Lonely Planet. 

51. 1993  Crowley, Terry & Peter Austin. Interpreting old spelling. In Nicholas Thieberger 

(ed.) Paper and Talk: A Manual for Reconstituting Materials in Australian 

Indigenous Languages from Historical Sources, 53-102. Canberra: AIATSIS. 

52. 1993  Austin, Peter. Obituary of William (‘Bill’) Reid. Australian Aboriginal Studies 

1993/2: 133-134. 

53. 1993  Austin, Peter. Diyari. In Nicholas Thieberger & William McGregor (eds.) 

Macquarie Aboriginal Words, 125-143. Sydney: Macquarie Library. 
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54. 1992*  Austin, Peter & David Nathan. Finderlists, computer-generated, for bilingual 

dictionaries. International Journal of Lexicography, 5(1): 32-65. 

55. 1991*  Austin, Peter. The Karangura language. Records of the South Australian Museum, 

25(2): 129-137.  

56. 1991  Austin, Peter. Double case marking in Kanyara and Mantharta languages, 

Western Australia. La Trobe University Working Papers in Linguistics 4:19-35. 

57. 1991  Austin, Peter. Article 270. Australian lexicography. In F. J. Hausman, O. 

Reichmann, H. E. Wiegand & L. Zgusta, eds. Dictionaries: An International 

Encyclopaedia of Lexicography, 2638-2641. Berlin: Walter de Gruyter. 

58. 1991  Austin, Peter. Australian Aboriginal language studies. In Michael Clyne (ed.) 

Linguistics in Australia: trends in research, 55-74. Canberra: Australian 

Academy of Humanities and Australian Academy of Social Sciences. 

59. 1990  Austin, Peter. The last words of Pirlatapa. In Peter Austin, R.M.W. Dixon, Tom 

Dutton & Isobel White (eds.) Language and History: Essays in Honour of Luise 

A. Hercus, 29-48. Canberra: Pacific Linguistics. 

60. 1990  Austin, Peter. Classification of Lake Eyre languages. La Trobe University 

Working Papers in Linguistics 3:171-201. 

61. 1989  Austin, Peter & David Nathan. Finderlists, computer-generated, for bilingual 

dictionaries. La Trobe University Working Papers in Linguistics 2: 159-189. 

62. 1989  Austin, Peter. Verb compounding in central Australian languages. La Trobe 

University Working Papers in Linguistics 2: 43-71. 

63. 1988*  Austin, Peter, Luise A. Hercus & Phillip Jones ‘Ben Murray Parlku-Nguyu-

Tangkayiwarna’. Aboriginal History 12, 115-188. 

64. 1988*  Austin, Peter. Trill-released stops and language change in central Australia. 

Australian Journal of Linguistics 8(2), 219-245. 

65. 1988  Austin, Peter. Phonological voicing contrasts in Australian Aboriginal 

Languages. La Trobe University Working Papers in Linguistics 1, 17-42. 

66. 1988  Austin, Peter. Introduction. In Peter Austin (ed.) Complex sentence constructions 

in Australian Aboriginal languages, 3-6. Amsterdam: John Benjamins. 

67. 1988  Austin, Peter. Classification of southern Pilbara languages. Papers in Australian 

linguistics, No 17, 1-17. Canberra: Pacific Linguistics. 

68. 1988  Austin, Peter. Aboriginal languages of the Gascoyne-Ashburton region. La Trobe 

University Working Papers in Linguistics 1:43-63. 

69. 1987  Austin, Peter. Word order and clause combining in Gascoyne-Ashburton 

languages. In Scott DeLancy & Russell Tomlin (eds.) Proceedings of the Third 

Annual Meeting of the Pacific Linguistics Conference, 1-11. Eugene, Oregon: 

University of Oregon. 

70. 1986*  Austin, Peter & Norman B. Tindale. Emu and brolga, a Kamilaroi myth. 

Aboriginal History, 9: 8-21. 
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71. 1986*  Austin, Peter & Jack Butler. The earthquake and Halley’s comet. Aboriginal 

History, 10: 79-88. 

72. 1986*  Austin, Peter. Structural change in language obsolescence: some eastern 

Australian examples. Australian Journal of Linguistics, 6(2): 201-230. 

73. 1986*  Austin, Peter. Diyari language postcards and Diyari literacy. Aboriginal History, 

10: 175-190. 

74. 1986  Austin, Peter. Afghan story. In Luise A. Hercus & Peter Sutton (eds.) This is 

what happened, 129-132. Canberra: Australian Institute of Aboriginal Studies. 

75. 1986. Austin, Peter. Paradise crossing. Luise A. Hercus & Peter Sutton (eds.) This is 

what happened, 293-296. Canberra: Australian Institute of Aboriginal Studies. 

76. 1983  Austin, Peter. Southern Pilbara dictionaries. In Peter Austin (ed.) Papers in 

Australian linguistics No. 15: Australian Aboriginal lexicography, 1-17. 

Canberra: Pacific Linguistics. 

77. 1982  Austin, Peter. Transitivity and cognate objects in Australian languages. In Sandra 

A. Thompson & Paul Hopper (eds.) Syntax and semantics Volume 15: Studies in 

transitivity, 37-47. New York: Academic Press. 

78. 1982  Austin, Peter. The deictic system of Diyari. In Jurgen Weissenborn & Wolfgang 

Klein (eds.) Here and there: cross-linguistic studies on deixis and demonstration, 

273-284. Amsterdam: John Benjamins. 

79. 1981*  Austin, Peter. Switch-reference in Australia. Language, 57: 309-334. 

80. 1981*  Austin, Peter. Proto-Kanyara and proto-Mantharta historical phonology. Lingua, 

54: 41-77. 

81. 1981*  Austin, Peter. Case marking in southern Pilbara languages. Australian Journal of 

Linguistics, 1(2): 211-226. 

82. 1981  Austin, Peter & Ben Murray. Afghans and Aborigines: Diyari texts. Aboriginal 

History, 5: 71-79. 

83. 1981  Austin, Peter. Case marking and clausal binding: evidence from Dhalandji. In 

Randal A. Hendrik, C. S. Masek & M. F. Miller (eds.) Papers from the 17th 

regional meeting of the Chicago Linguistic Society, 1-7. Chicago: CLS 

84. 1980  Austin, Peter, Corinne Williams & Stephen A. Wurm. The linguistic situation in 

north central New South Wales. In Bruce Rigsby & Peter Sutton (eds.) Papers in 

Australian linguistics No. 13: Contributions of Australian linguistics, 167-180. 

Canberra: Pacific Linguistics 

85. 1979  Austin, Peter. Switch-reference in Australian languages. In Pamela Munro (ed.) 

Studies of switch-reference, UCLA Papers in Syntax 8, 7-47 

86. 1976  Austin, Peter, Robert Ellis & Luise A. Hercus. Fruit of the eyes: semantic 

diffusion in the Lakes languages of South Australia. Papers in Australian 

Linguistics 10, 57-77. 
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87. 1976  Austin, Peter. Dhirari. In R.M.W. Dixon (ed.) Grammatical categories in 

Australian languages, 757-763. Canberra: Australian Institute of Aboriginal 

Studies 

Reviews 

1. 2009 review of Christopher Moseley (ed.) “Encyclopedia of the world’s endangered 

languages” Bijdragen tot de Taal-, Land- en Volkenkunde, 165(1):134-138. 

2. 1993 review of R.M.W. Dixon Words of our country. Brisbane: University of 

Queensland Press, in Australian Aboriginal Studies 1993/2:81-83. 

3. 1982  review of M. McDonald & S. A. Wurm Basic materials in Wankumara (Galali). 

Canberra: Pacific Linguistics, in Language, 58:732-733. 

4. 1981 review of S. A. Wurm, ed. Australian linguistic studies. Canberra: Pacific 

Linguistics, in Language, 57:747-751. 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

2019 Central Institute of Indian Languages: workshop on working with communities in 

language documentation and revitalisation 

2019 Krackow, Poland: workshop on theory and methods in linguistic fieldwork 

2003-2018 SOAS 

Issues in Language Documentation, Applied Language Documentation, Technology and 

Language Documentation, Advanced Syntax, Linguistic Typology, Historical 

Linguistics, Austronesian Languages, Australian Aboriginal Languages, Fieldmethods, 

Descriptive Linguistics, Research Training Seminar 

2018 Central Institute of Indian Languages: workshop on revitalisation of endangered and 

lesser known languages 

2015 Linguistic Society of America Summer Institute University of Chicago: Structure of 

Jiwarli  

2009 Linguistic Society of America Summer Institute University of California Berkeley: 

Syntax of Indonesian Languages, 

2009 SOAS 3L Summer School: Defining language documentation, Ethics and rights, How 

to apply for a research grant 

2008 LOT Winter School, Tilburg University, Netherlands: Language Documentation 

2008 3L Summer School, Lyon, France: Language documentation and description, Data 

management, How to apply for a research grant, Toolbox tutorial,  

2008-2016 Tokyo University of Foreign Studies, Tokyo, Japan: DocLing documentation 

training workshop  

2002 Frankfurt University: Endangered Languages and Language Documentation,  
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2001 Linguistic Society of America Summer Institute, University of California, Santa 

Barbara: Australian Aboriginal languages,  

1997-2001 University of Melbourne: Lexical Functional Grammar, Fieldmethods, Australian 

Aboriginal Languages, Ergativity, Introduction to Japanese Linguistics, Syntax, Introduction 

to the Study of Language, Languages of the World 

1995 University of Hong Kong: Language and Social Interaction, The Languages of 

Australia  

1993 Stanford University: Structure of Australian Aboriginal languages,  

1989-1991 La Trobe University: Japanese 1B grammar 

1981-1994 La Trobe University: Introduction to Linguistics, Syntax, Semantics, 

Sociolinguistics, Anthropological Linguistics, Aboriginal Languages, Japanese Linguistics, 

Computers and Linguistics, Advanced Syntax, Discourse and Pragmatics 

1980-81 Harvard University: Introduction to Linguistics, Sociolinguistics, Language 

Typology 

1978 University of Western Australia: Introduction to Linguistics, Sociolinguistics, 

Australian Aboriginal Languages 

STUDENT SUPERVISION 

Postgraduate — completed 

PhD 

2019 Douglas McNaught ‘Tense, Aspect and Mood in Sakizaya, Taiwan’, PhD, SOAS 

2019 Eleanor Ridge ‘Variations in Valongos verbal morphosyntax: speaker 

communities in southeast Ambrym and Mele Maat’, PhD, SOAS 

2017 Radu Voica ‘A fieldwork-based approach to Blanga (Blablanga), an Austronesian 

language of the Solomon Islands, with reference to predicate-argument relations’, 

PhD, SOAS 

2016 Nana Ama Agyeman ‘Serial verb constructions in Efutu, Ghana’, PhD, SOAS 

2016 Cephas Delalorm ‘Description of Sekpele, Ghana’, PhD, SOAS 

2016 Charlotte Hemmings ‘Voice in Kelabit, Sarawak’, PhD, SOAS 

2014 Narayan Sharma ‘Morphosyntax of Puma, Nepal’, PhD, SOAS 

2013 Thomas Owen-Smith ‘Documentation of Tamang, Nepal’, PhD, SOAS 

2009 Chaithra Puttaswamy ‘Verb structure in Malto, a north Dravidian language’, PhD, 

SOAS 

2009 Mary Chambers ‘Which way is up? Spatial reference in Kubakota, Solomon 

Islands’, PhD, SOAS 

2009 Stuart McGill ‘Agreement in Cicipu, northern Nigeria’, PhD, SOAS 

2009 Peter Budd ‘Realis and Irrealis in Biriebo, Vanuatu’, PhD, SOAS 

2008 Henrik Bergqvist ‘Temporal reference in Lakandon Maya, Mexico’ PhD, SOAS 

1998 Paul Sidwell, ‘Reconstruction of proto-Bahnaric’, PhD thesis, Melbourne 

1992 Liu Ming-Chen ‘Topical development in Chinese and English expository 

discourse’, PhD, La Trobe 
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1987 Anthony Cook ‘Wagiman Matyin: a description of the Wagiman languages of the 

Northern Territory’, PhD, La Trobe 

 

MA 

2019 Viviana Fain-Binda ‘A language preserved in gelato: the vitality of Ladino-Veneto 

in Val di Zoldo, a valley of the Dolomites’, MA, SOAS 

2019 Peter Puxon ‘Aspects of the grammar of Sihan, Sarawak, Malaysia’, MA, SOAS 

2018 Martin Hasani ‘language contact: Italian, Sicilian & Albanian in Piana degli 

Albanesi’, MA, SOAS 

2018 Tobias Weber, ‘On linguistic fieldnotes, legacy material, and objectivity – a case 

study on the metadocumentation of the South Estonian Kraasna dialect’, MA, 

SOAS 

2018 Simon Tabuni ‘The Naming System of Plants in Western Dani’, MA, SOAS 

2018 Rebecca Orford ‘Southern Piegan: A case study in linguistic ecology and 

sustainability’, MA, SOAS 

2018 Saya Taguchi ‘The use of stories as mnemonic strategies for learning Japanese 

kanji’, MA, SOAS 

2016 Martha Satoko Tsutsui ‘Uchinaa-Yamatuguchi: a structural profile focusing on 

loan features via language contact’, MA, SOAS 

2016 Philippe Martinez ‘Chhitkul morpho-syntax’, MA, SOAS 

2016 Hayley Stephenson ‘“A lifeline for endangered languages”: the representation of 

technology in language revitalisation’, MA, SOAS 

2014 Rebecca Wharton ‘Multilingualism and Language Maintenance: An Exploration 

into the Language Ideologies of People Living in Mulu National Park, Sarawak’, 

MA, SOAS 

2014 Emily Beck ‘How are language hierarchies formed in language endangerment 

situations and how do they affect individual language policy?’, MA, SOAS 

2014 Emma Walters ‘English loan words in Hindi’, MA, SOAS 

2013 Ming Chen ‘The curious case of reflexives in Chinese’, MA, SOAS 

2012 Charlotte Hemmings ‘Causatives and applicatives: the case for polysemy in 

Javanese’, MA, SOAS 

2009 Sophie Rendina ‘Description of Numee’, MA, SOAS 

2006 Valentina Bocchia ‘Language maintenance in Sardinia’, MA, SOAS 

2006 Radu Voica ‘Simple and compound past tenses in Aromanian’, MA, SOAS 

2006 Michalis Sivvas ‘Building a website for Aromanian’, MA, SOAS 

2006 Louise Ashmore ‘The role of video in language documentation’, MA, SOAS 

2006 Elizabeth Holderness, ‘Language policy in the Lao PDR’, MA, SOAS 

2005 Wolfgang de Melo, ‘Adpositions in Dida’, MA, SOAS 

2005 Rachel Pickering, ‘Welsh revitalisation’, MA, SOAS  

2005 Gerardo De Caro, ‘Ergativity in Talyshi, northern Iran’, MA, SOAS 

2004 Candide Simard, ‘Dictionary making for Khorchin Mongolian’, MA, SOAS 

2004 Angela Shepherd, ‘Khorchin Mongolian orthography’, MA, SOAS 

2000 Mojdeh Mahdavi, ‘Language purification in Iran’, MA, Melbourne 

1997 Anthony Jukes, ‘Phonology and morphology of Makassarese’, MA, Melbourne 

1988 Nicholas Thieberger ‘Aboriginal language maintenance: some issues and 

strategies’, MA, La Trobe 
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1984 Helene Lewitt ‘On definites and indefinites in English’, MA, La Trobe 

Postgraduate — current 

PhD 

2015- Robert Laub ‘Comparison of Malaccan and Macanese creoles’, PhD, SOAS 

Undergraduate — completed 

1999 Sara Kitaoji ‘Causative clause linkers in Japanese’, BA Honours thesis, Melbourne 

1998 Mojdeh Mahdavi ‘Use of proverbs in Persian’, BA Honours thesis, Melbourne 

1998 Mary Ellen Jorden ‘Mood and modality in Sasak’, BA Honours thesis, Melbourne 

1997 Johanna Barry ‘Complementisers in Warlpiri’, BA Honours thesis, Melbourne 

1992 Wendy Bear ‘Two level morphological analysis of Nunggubuyu’, BA Honours 

thesis, La Trobe 

1992 Nurcan Hacioglu ‘A discourse-based analysis of adverbial clauses in Turkish’, BA 

Honours thesis, La Trobe 

1991 Peter Brown ‘Take it or leave it: a preliminary analysis of explicator compound 

verbs in modern literary Kannada narrative’, BA Honours thesis, La Trobe 

1989 Fred Hayes ‘Relevance’, BA Honours thesis, La Trobe 

1989 David Sage ‘Language, culture and worldview’, BA Honours thesis, La Trobe 

1988 Eric McCann ‘Script and reading: a survey of Stroop test literature concerning 

Japanese’, BA Honours thesis, La Trobe 

1986 David Nathan ‘Topics in configurationality’, BA Honours thesis, La Trobe 

1985 Kelly Skinner ‘Guwamu: phonology and morphology’, MA prelim thesis, La 

Trobe 

1981 Nicholas Thieberger ‘Subordination and conjunction in Ngaanyatjarra and 

Kalkatungu, two Australian Aboriginal languages’, BA Honours thesis, La Trobe 

FIELDWORK EXPERIENCE 

1995- Sasak and Samawa language fieldwork, Bali and Lombok, Indonesia 

1978- Kanyara, Mantharta, Kartu and Ngayarta languages, Western Australia (Jiwarli, 

Jurruru, Payungu, Pinikura, Purduna, Thalanyji, Tharrkari, Thiin, Warriyangka, 

Yingkarta) 

1974- Diyari language fieldwork, South Australia (also Thirrari, Ngamini, Yarluyandi, 

Adnyamathanha) 

1972- Gamilaraay language fieldwork, northern New South Wales 

ASSOCIATIONS: 

Member of: Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies; Philological 

Society; Linguistics Association of Great Britain 

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES: PREVIOUS 

1. Vice-president, Australian Linguistic Society (1982-3); President, Australian Linguistic 

Society (1998-99) 
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2. Victorian Certificate of Education English Convenor, Victorian Curriculum Assessment 

Authority (1998-2002) 

3. Member, Chinese Subject Committee, Victorian Institute of Secondary Education (1984-

85) 

4. Editorial adviser, Language Atlas of the Pacific Area, Volume I 

5. Anonymous manuscript reviewer for Language, Australian Journal of Linguistics, Pacific 

Linguistics, Australian Institute of Aboriginal Studies, D. Reidel Publishers, Routledge 

and Kegan Paul Publishers, Cambridge University Press. 

6. Anonymous research grant reviewer for Australian Research Grants Committee, 

Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies. 

7. Convener (with B. Blake), Workshop on Aboriginal languages and linguistic theory, 

University of Queensland, October 1991. 

8. Convener, Workshop on lexicography, Monash University, September 1989. 

9. Convener, Workshop on computers in linguistics, University of Queensland, August 

1985. 

10. Convener, Workshop on complex sentence constructions in Australian Aboriginal 

languages, La Trobe University, September 1983. 

11. Convener Australian Linguistic Society annual conference, La Trobe University, 

September 1983 

12. Convener, Workshop and Symposium on Australian Aboriginal Lexicography, Sydney 

University, August 1982. 

13. Foundation Executive committee member, Australasian Association for Lexicography 

(1990-1992) 

14. Director, Australian Linguistic Institute, La Trobe University 4th-14th July 1994. 

15. Local organiser, Australex Annual Conference, La Trobe University, 30th June 1994. 

16. Convener (with N. Evans and I. Peiros), International Workshop on Australian 

Aboriginal Languages, University of Melbourne, 31 May 1997. 

17. Director, Australian Linguistic Institute, University of Melbourne 3rd-15th July 2000. 

RESEARCH INTERESTS: 

1. Endangered languages and theory and practice of language documentation 

2. Syntax and semantics, especially subordination, case-marking and referential systems 

3. Syntactic theory, especially Lexical-Functional Grammar 

4. Language typology 

5. Lexicography and text analysis, including computer-aided dictionary and text research, 

multimedia and World Wide Web publication 

6. Australian Aboriginal languages, in particular those of eastern South Australia, north-

west coast of Western Australia, and northern New South Wales 

7. Austronesian languages, in particular Balinese, Sasak and Sumbawa, eastern Indonesia 

8. Comparative and historical linguistics, historical phonology, morphology and syntax 

9. Japanese language and linguistics 

10. Aboriginal history and biography 



Peter K. Austin 19  

WEB LINKS: 

Homepage: https://www.soas.ac.uk/staff/staff30592.php 
Publishing: http://elpublishing.org/ 
Training: http://el-training.org 
Blog: http://el-blog.org 
Humanities Commons: https://hcommons.org/members/pkaustin/ 
Academia: https://soas.academia.edu/PeterAustin 
ResearchGate: https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Peter_Austin2 
ResearcherID: http://www.researcherid.com/rid/P-5066-2014 
ORCID: http://orcid.org/0000-0002-3180-0524 
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